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We toured the Museum of the American Revolution online.

settings, emails, Google searches and more.

In January, we visited the National Aquarium in Bal-
timore and enjoyed lunch in Little Italy. We returned
to Baltimore to attend the American Craft Show at the
Convention Center. Saturday Lunchtime Lessons from
the Great Courses Collection highlighted the history
and culture of Washington, D.C. Our weekly Tuesday
afternoon tea remained a popular way for residents to
gather and chat with friends.

Then, on Friday, March 13, the Village Center an-
nounced it would close its doors to the public due to
continuing concerns surrounding a new virus known
as COVID-19. At that time, we were still hopeful that
we could reschedule our trip to Asheville in the near
future. “We look
forward to getting
through this and
being able to re-
sume our normal
lives,” read a line
onthefrontpage of
the Village News
in April.

It soon became
clear that we were
in a “New Nor-
mal.” Our 2020
vocabulary fea-
tured words like
Zoom, Social Dis-
tancing, and Per-

Jenny and Nathan Wilson performed sonal Protective
in our Online Onstage concert series. Equipment. Masks

became not only a necessity, but a fashion statement.
In a matter of weeks, the Village Center programming
made the transition from on-site to online.

Our Virtual Village Center has offered a variety of
programs while the Center has been shuttered. To help
residents make the transition to online activities, the
Village Center has enlisted the help of tech professionals
Ari Fisher of The Tech Mensch and Cheryl Morris of
Personal Computer Coach. With free monthly classes,
residents can learn a number of technical skills, such
as how to Zoom, navigate our website, use registra-
tion platforms, and more. Thanks to online meeting
platforms, predominantly Zoom, groups were able to
continue meeting virtually. Ninety percent of our clubs
now meet regularly using Zoom.

Lectures and select classes and activities have also
gone online. Suburban Hospital offered lectures on
arthritis pain and treatments, hearing loss, skin care,
new treatments in pancreatic cancer, healthy eating
to boost the immune system, tinnitus and vertigo. Dr.
Michael Mintz spoke on medical uses for marijuana.
The Society for the Prevention of Blindness hosted
weekly Low Vision Town Hall meetings.

Dr. David Sacks, a local psychologist, conducted a
series of community conversations on dealing with iso-
lation and how to manage and remain engaged during
COVID. Dr. Mark Klaiman discussed the emerging
field of regenerative medicine during a talk offered in
cooperation with the Friendship Heights Neighbors
Network. Giant pharmacists administered 100 flu
shots to Village residents during three mini clinics at
the Village Center y
in October.

State Sen. Susan |
Lee was joined
by State Delegate
Marc Korman |
and Montgomery |
County Council
member Andrew |-
Friedsontopresent | =
a review of is-
suesthe legislature
tackled in its 2020
session. '

Nationally ac- ol b s p‘ :

claimed stage “First Light” by Hubert Jackson was
manager Linda partof the art show at Friendship

Brovsky explored Gallery in February.
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the different worlds of opera and musical theater. Co-
inciding with the 100th anniversary of the ratification
of the 19th Amendment, the Museum of the American
Revolution presented “When Women Lost the Vote.”
This talk examined the political conflicts that led to
the stripping away of voting rights.

Leading up totheelection in November, Montgomery
County Voting Coordinator Gilberto Zelaya discussed
how voting would be different in 2020. Ralph Watkins
of the Montgomery County League of Women Voters
explained some of the County’s ballot initiatives.

Residents learned to spot and avoid holiday scams
as an official from the County’s Office of Consumer
Protection lectured on this seasonal problem. Fitness
instructor Tonya Walton returned via Zoom to discuss
her book, “100 Ways to Successfully Age Gracefully.”

Wildlife author and illustrator Kate Samworth offered
online art classes for children and adults during the
summer. Barbara Rosenblatt brought writers together
for instruction and analysis during two-part writing
workshops throughout the year. Bethesda-Chevy Chase
High School seniors Asha Dees and Alicia Guevara
spoke about the website they created to teach children
about Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.

Many of our annual events were also held virtually,
including our children’s Halloween Bingo, and our
July 4th Celebration. Although our Village-sponsored
trips have been suspended, we have been able to travel
virtually to a number of museums across the country.

Residents continue to enjoy musical performanc-
es, accessible 24 hours a day, through our Online...
OnStage concert series. This series features YouTube
concerts performed
exclusively for resi-
dents. Concerts in-
clude performances
by classical pianist
Frederick Moyer;
clarinetist)James Lo-
gan; saxophoneand
piano duo R2Duo;
holiday concerts
by Music Pilgrim
Trio, Janet Rutland
and Susan Jones;
classical and vocal
performances by
TulsaTrio; a Spanish
Heritage program

Take-home craft kits were a big hit
with the kids.

The Village of Friendship Heights
Thanks Our Frontline He

from Isaac Eicher and Marcella Pinilla; R&B, jazz
and international music from the Silver Sounds band;
western swing from Shelby Eicher; jazz fromJenny and
Nathan Wilson; and a variety of vocal performances
ranging from country to vintage pop to show tunes
from Janet Rutland. The Online... OnStage series also
features musical and performing arts lectures ranging
from Native American ballerinas to the history of jazz
to the stories behind songs by Duke Ellington and Glen
Miller.

In addition to online programs, there were a number
of activities throughout the Village that enabled resi-
dents to engage while keeping a safe social distance.
Seasonal craft kits, stocked with art supplies for chil-
dren and adults, sparked creativity and kept residents
involved.

In May, we hosted a virtual Triple Crown contest. Tak-
ing advantage of favorable weather during the summer,
we offered Maryland- and summer-themed scavenger
hunts. Images of a masked Gov. Larry Hogan and giant
Hungry Caterpillar characters were particularly popular.
We also hosted a food truck event that brought fresh,
restaurant-quality food from first generation authentic
chefs to Village residents.

We ended the year with two one-day food drives
to benefit the Manna Food Center in Gaithersburg.
Village residents came out in force in the snow and
cold weather to bring 606 pounds of food. It was a
tremendous display of community spirit that warmed
our hearts.

We miss hosting residents at the Center and look
forward to the day when we can reopen safely. Until
then, we encourage you to stay safe and to take part in
our online programs and socially distanced activities.
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The Council Report

The Friendship Heights Village Council
4433 South Park Avenue

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

www.friendshipheightsmd.gov

2020 Annual Report and FY2022 Proposed Budget




